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In Their Shoes:
WWI Through the Eyes of Early Participants

IN

Instructions:

The following activity @designed as a muttay warrup for students The activity
encouragestudentgo explore the impact of the war on individuals on both sides of
the conflict To suit different pacing schedules and curriculums, the acéiniglso

be compressed or extended.

Included in this packet are 30 short biographical profiles of mencmenwho
participated irthe early days &Vorld War | (pages-26) The profiles include
Belgian, German, Austitdungarian, French and British citizens. Print these
profiles and distribute them tioe students) assigning a profile to each student

Each student will keep a short oOAllistaryo6 f
of primary sources documerii® provided in this packet. As you progress through

your World War | unit, reviewheseprimary source documerasdask the

students tovritea bout t he 1 mpact of the war on t
critical thinking questions aatsoincluded with each set of primary source

documents.

At the end of your World War unit,youmay reveahe fate ofllthe men and
womenprofiledto the studentsThis information is located on pages33%of this
packetFor additional resources visitivw.macarthurmemoriaig

*Note: Adolf Hitler is one of the people profiled. Other future WWII leaders are also profiled. These
figures are included to demonstrate the links between the two world wars. Teachers are encouraged to
use their own discretion in assigning the proflef & ! R2t F | A it SNIb¢


http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/

Name:Charles de Gaulle
NationalityFrench
Birthdate:November 22, 1890 m |
OccupationProfessional Soldier ‘
Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Charles de Gaulle was \gdgn a patriotic and devoutly
Catholic family. As a bdye dreamed of being a i &
military officer.During his boyhood he also acquired a mistrust of Great Britain as a
result of tensions between Great Britain and France over colonial territories around

the globe.In 1902 he entered Frane 6 s t o p mi Whiletlere,becausea d e my
of hisgreaheight bi g nose and tall théespamhaagd,s oh &
his fellow cadetdde graduated in 1912 amohteredthe French armgs a

Lieutenanin an infantry regiment

Name Hubert Rochereau
NationalityFrench
Birthdate:October 10 18%
Occupation:

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Hubert Rochereau was born in the villagBéabrein central France. During the
war, he joined the I®Dragoons Regimebtsed in Libournas a Second
Lieutenant Libourne was about 400 miles away from his hadteewould later see
service on the Western Froritle was adored by his parents and whejoined

the armytheykept his room exactly as he Hefi itd refusing to move any of his
belongings until he came home.



Name:PierreHenri Caillot
NationalityFrench
Birthdate:July 5, 1893

Occupation: No photograph availablg

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Pierre HenriCaillotwas a member ¢fie 87" Infantry Regiment.The 87" Infantry
Regimenparticipated in fightinig the early weeks of World War | in Belgium and
western France as part of the Battle of the Frontiers.

Name:Pierre Louis Beaupre o t ‘ |
NationalityFrench 5% R‘ E

Birthdate:August 26, 1886

Occupation: No photograph available

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Pierre Louis Beaupreras born in thd@erritoire de Belfort Located close to
Franceods border wi mdusf@eesigimgthg Gerntae | f or t w
invasion of Francauringthe FrancePrussian Wa(18701871) When a victorious

Germany annexed the French territories of Alkacmine, the French government

fought hard t«keepBelfort. Inspired by French nationalismdathe courage of

Bel fortds residents, the Fr elecamednept co
important frontielpost on the border. Likely a proud resident of Belfort, Pierre

Louis Beaupravas a member of the ‘3fmfantry Regimerduring the war The

35" Infantry Regiment saw action in the early weeks of World War



Name:Georges Braques
NationalityFrench
Birthdate:May 13, 1882
Occupationfainter, Sculptor
Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Georges Braquesas a modern artist who painted in the Cubist style. Before the
war, he was involvedthan extensive network of artists including Pablo Picasso. As
a member of the French army reserves, he was called up for duty when France
mobilized on August 1, 1914ablo Picasso was one of the friends who saw him off
at the railroad station when he departed for military service. Braque served as a
sergeant in an infantry regiment in the early days of the war.

Name:Charled~ernand Boudet
NationalityFrench
Birthdate:October 2, 1884

Occupation' No photograph available

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Charles Fernand Boudet was born in Paris. During World War | he served as a
lieutenant in the 23 ompany in the 369nfantry Regiment. In the early days of

t he war, Boudet 0 sWestern Frontdaris, thadamtalofal ong t
France, was threatened by German Armies in early September 1914 and in the First
Battle of the Marne, French forces managed to halt the&einvasion into

France.



Name:Max Ernst
Nationality:German
Birthdate:April 2, 1891
OccupationStudentPainter

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Max Ernst was théitd of nine children. His family was middle classdawibutly
Catholic. In 1909 he attended the University of Bonn and studied philosophy, art
history, and psychology. In 19&fter making friends with a group of artists, he
decided to become one himsehrtists like Van Gogh particularly inspired him.
During the war, Ernst was drafted into the Germany army. He saw sebotie on
the Eastern and Western Frent

Name:August Macke
Nationality:German
Birthdate:January 3, 1887
OccupationPainter

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other availabldetails:

August Macke was an only child. His father was a building contrdcitsobu

dabbled in art. From D%1906 Macke traveled extensively through Europe. He

also worked as a costume designer and began to study painting. By 1914 he was one
of theleading German Expressionist artists. When the war began, Macke enlisted in
the army. He participated in the fighting on the Western Front in Fdanogthe

early months of the war.



Name:Adolf Hitler
Nationality:Austrian
Birthdate:April 20,1889
Occupationiaborer,Painter
Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Adolf Hitler was born in an Austrian town close toGleemanborder. As a young

man hewanted to become a painter. He also experienced periods of homelessness
and was known for his aSgemitic viewsln Februaryl914Adolf Hitler was

declared unfit for service in the Audttongarian armyWhen the war started,

Hitler was inrMunich, Gemanyand inAugust 1914he asked prmission to join the
Bavarian Amy (aregionalGerman Army) Permission was granted and Hitler was
soon serving on the Western Front where he participated in a number of major
battles, including the First Battle of Ypre®ctober 1914.

Name:Albert French
NationalityBritish

Birthdate:June 22, 1899 -
OccupationApprentice Engineer “
Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Albert French was 15 years old when the war began. At the time he was an
apprentice engineer with the Wolverton Railway Woidany of his fellow
workers soon joined the militadymost rushing to do so because thelgivedhe

war would be over by detmas andiearedthey might miss an opportunity to
participate in the waiDue to the enlistment age being Abert was unable to
enlist with the other workers. In the summer of 1915 however, Albert went to a
recruiting station and told them he was H& was then assigned to #13¢h

Battalion of the Kings Royal Rifle Carps



Name:Thomas Highgate
NationalityBritish
Birthdate: May 13, 1895
Occupationfarm Laborer, Soldier
Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Thomas Highgatevas a farm laborer on Oxbourne Farm in Kent (a county in the
southeast of England). On Februdryl913 he enlisted in théBattalion of the

Royal West Kent Regiment. His battalion was stationed in Dublin, Ireland before
being sent on August 15, #1%b France as part of the British Expeditionary Force
(BEF)seht o assi st the Allied powers agains
patticipated in the Battle of Mons, the retreat from Mons, andtladfirst Battle

of the Marne.

Name:Edith Louisa Cavell

Nationality British Sec
Birthdate: December 4, 1865 4‘09

OccupationNurse >

Wartime OccupationNurse
Other available details:

Edith Louisa Cavell was born in a village near Norwich, England. After working for
a time as a governess, Cavell went to school to study nursing. In 1907 she was
invited to help establish a modern hospital in Brussels, Belgium. World War |
broke out wHe she was back in England visiting her mother. She returned to her
hospital in Belgium as the German Army (following the Schlieffen Plan) invaded the
country en route to France. Soon after, she began assisting French, Belgian and
British soldiers who we trapped in German occupied Belgium. She helped these
soldiers escageom Belgium into the Netherlands, which was a neutral country.
Aiding these soldiers placed her in direct violation of German military law.



Name:Abraham Acton
NationalityBritish
Birthdate: Decemberl7, 1893 *
Occupation: ‘

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Abraham Acton was born in northern England in a county that bordered Scotland.
Acton served in the“Battalion of The Border Regiment. He was awarded
Britainods hi ghwrforhisactiomson Decembem2l)101¢.aAt y
RougedBancs in France he voluntarily l&f trench and reseda wounded man

who had been lying exposed againstrieews trenches for 75 hours.n@he

same dape again letiis trench voluntarily, under heavy fire to bring into cover
another wounded ma@uring each rescue, he was under enemy Hee

continued to participate in the fighting on the Wedteomt ater these actions.

Name:Walter Koessler

Nationality:German EC
Birthdate: September 2, 1890 &7 ? S

OccupationArchitecture Student mw

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Walter Koessler was studying architecture when the war began. iH&944s also

an avid photographer. Perhaps because of his skills in photography, Koessler was
drafted into the Reserve Artillery Battalion as an aerial photographer. As an aerial
photographer, Koessler flew regularly in biplanes and hot air balldeh&lped to
create mapr the German military and also assisted with reconnaissance. His unit
was part of the German drive into France during the early months of 1914.



Name:Walther Schwieger
Nationality:German

Birthdate: April 7, 1885
OccupationNaval Officer
Wartime OccupationiNaval Officer

Other available details:

Walter Schwieger was born in Berlin, Germany. In 1903 he joined the Imperial
German Navy. By 1911, Schwieggeg r v e d i n -BGatserm@nbedvas U
given the command of-IA4, his first submarine, a year laterl4Jdvas one of 329
submarines to serve during the period in the Imperial German Mawyn World
War | began, Schwger was promoted téapitanletnant(the equivalent of
Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy) and given command of tb@. Unh this capacity,
Schwiger saw service in the Atlantic and in the blockade meant supfaies

from entering or leaving Great Britain.

Name:Otto Kissenberth
Nationality:German
Birthdate: February 26, 1893
OccupationMechanical Engineer .+
Wartime OccupationPilot

Other available details:

Otto Kissenberthvas born in Landshut, Germany. As a young man he studied at
Grenoble University before finishing hisdés in mechanical engineering in

Munich, Germany. Upon graduation, Kissenberth went to work as a mechanical
engineer in Gustav Ottods aircraft fact
the German Air Force. He was then trained to be a recoanegspilod with

many missions taking him over France and Northern Italy. As the war progressed,
advances in aviation expanded the role of the airplane in war. Like many of the

early pilots in 1914, Kissenberth gradually evolved into a fighter pilot.



Name:Richard Hess

Nationality:AustroHungarian
Birthdate: December 31, 1892 =
OccupationProfessional Soldier

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Richard Hess was bornhféhrischWeil3kirchen(Hranice, Czech Republic today)
His family had a distinguished history of military service to the Alustgarian

Empire. His father had retired from the army as a general and one of his uncles
retired as &olonel. Given his family background, it was expected that Hess would
pursue anilitary career. When the war started in 1914, Hess was already a young
army officer.He served on the Eastern Front asmbn become well known for his
daring reconnaissance patrols. In October 1914 he was atver&ider Bravery
Medal 2nd class

Name:Georg Dragievi;
Nationality:AustracHungarian (Bosnian) oy
Birthdate: November 7, 1890
OccupationProfessional Soldier

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Georg Dragievic was bornn KalesijaBosnia In 1878Bosnia waforced to accept
AustroHungariarrule. In 1908 Bosnia officially became part of the diverse Austro
Hungarian Empire This transition was not welcomed by many Bosnians.
Dragéevi; begarhis military careeat theTechnical Military Academy near Vienna
Austriaand graduated from themr@ 1911 After graduation he was assigned to an
artillery unit based in Vienna. When the war belganyas promoted and given
command opart of thel06th Field Artillery Brigade. In the first months of the war,
his unitearned aeputation for steadiness and reliabditythe Eastern Front

10



Name:Albin Mlaker
Nationality:AustroHungarian
Birthdate: February 25, 1890
OccupationProfessional Soldier

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Albin Mlakerwas bornn what is today Slovenia. As a young man he entered a
military academy and graduated in 1912. In the summer of 1914, he became ill and
was placed on sick leavenly to be recalled when war broke out. Once back with

his unit, he was sentttee Eastern Front. According to one story, he distinguished
himself in combat by singlehandedly fending off three Russian soldiers despite being
wounded himself. Now injured, he was once again sent away from his unit to
recuperate in Vienna, Austria.

Name:Friedrich Franek o
Nationality:AustroHungarian Mww _ sec
Birthdate: July 16, 1891 ‘0? :

P e
S

e

OccupationProfessional Soldier m&w

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Friedrich Franek in Vienn&ustria. He wathe son of a baker. After high school
he enterech military academyde graduated from there 1910 and was assigned to
an infantry regimenffter the war started, he participated in th&lB of Lemberg

on September 81914 and was wounded in the mqurteck and chesluring an
assault on enemy positiohke recovered from his wounds and received a
promotion. He returned to his unit in 1915 and continued to participate in the
fighting on the Eastern Front.

11



Name:Francois Faber
Nationalityl uxembourgian/French
Birthdate: January 26, 1887

Occupationfurniture Mover,
Professional Cyclist

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Francois Faber was born in Luxemboudgs mother was from the region of
Lorraine in Franceandtoru g hout hi s | i fe Faber i dent
though he was a citizen of Luxembourg. From-190& Faber was a professional

cyclist and he competed in the Tour de France. During his first Tour de France, he
failed to finish the race, but1908 he finished in second place. In 1909 he won the
race. The start of the war in 1914 brought an end to his cycling career. Faber
immediatelyoined the French Foreign Legiandwas assigned to the 2nd

Regiment de Marchstationed at Bayonne. Fabeould fight for France along the
Western Front.

Name:Raymond Asquith
Nationality British

Birthdate: November 6, 1878
Occupationiawyer/Politician

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Raymond Asquith was the eldest son of Bitigime Minister H. H. Asquith. Prior

to the war he worked as a lawyer investigating the sinking of the Titanic. When the
war started, h&ascommissioned as a second lieutenantioredlon Regiment In

1915 hewas transferred to the 3rd Battalion, Grema@uards Despite being

given a staff job behind the linesréguested to be returned to active duty with his
battalion, a requestat wagrantedightbefore the Battle of the Somme.

12



Name:Gaston @os

NationalityFrench

Birthdate: October6, 1861
OccupationProfessionaboldier/Archaeologist

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Gaston€C os was born in the French region
the FrancePrussian War of 1870871, Germany took possson & Alsace. As a

result, Cos and his family leflsace to settle in Francero€was a career soldier

with an interest in archaeology. This led him to participate in an archaeological dig
in the Middle East. When World War | began, he was recalledaiocé and put

in command of a regiment sent to defend Paris in the First Battle of the Marne.
After the First Battle dhe Marne @os served as an officer in tlieMoroccan

Brigade.

Name:Vivian John Woodward
Nationality British s%
Birthdate: June 3, 1879 ‘0? |
OccupationSoccer Player e

Wartime OccupationSoldier

"

Other available details:

Vivian John Woodward was born in London, England. As a young man he had a
successful career as a soccer player. He played for Chelsea FC and Tottenham

Hotspur. He was also the team captain of England in the London and Stockholm

Olympic Games. When the war begaajdined the 17th Battalion of the

Middlesex RegimenBecause there were so many soccer players in the battalion it
wasknown as a "Footballers Batial' Woodward served on the Western Front.

13



Name:André de Meulemeester
NationalityBelgian

Birthdate: December 12, 1894
Occupation:

Wartime OccupationPilot

Other available details:

André de Meulemeestavas born in Bruges, Belgium. He came from a family of
successfuleer brewersAt the start of the war, Belgium was invaded by the

German Army. Bruges was eventually occupied by the Germans and because it was
situated on the English Channel, was usélddb§germans as a submarine base later

in the war. King Albert | of the Belgians retreated west with what remained of the
Belgian military and continued to fight with the Allies against the Germans. In
January of 1918leulemeester joined the Belgian S&rviceand began training as a

pilot.

Name:Gabridle Petit
NationalityBelgian
Birthdate: February 20, 1893
OccupationSaleswoman

Wartime OccupationSpy

Other available details:

Gabridle Petit was borim Tournai, Belgium to working clgsarents. After her
mother died, Be was raised in a Catholic boarding sch@ben World War |

begain she was working in Brussels, Belgiunsalswoman. Be immediately
volunteered to serve with tBelgian Red Cross. She also helpedinece, a

Belgan solidergscape German occupied Belgium. Her career as a spyatibgn
time when shpassed along to British Intelligence informagibout theGerman
armyin Belgium She continued to spy on the Germans and was active in helping
more young men eape occupied Belgium.
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Name:Edmond Thieffry
NationalityBelgian

Birthdate: September 28, 1892 09

Occupationiaw Student/Professional Soldie_ig_,;.;-&-‘”

Wartime OccupationSoldier

B
Other available details: M |
b ..ﬂ @

Thieffry was born in BrusseBelgium. He studied law

and after graduation joined the Belgian Army in 1913. When World War | began,

he was an aide to Belgian General Lethane of the generals responsible for the
defense of Belgiumbs frontierofieige h Ger n
wasoverrunby the Germans as they invaded Belgium, General Leman and Thieffry
were captured. Thieffry so@scaped on a stolen motorcycle to the neutral territory

of the Netherlands. He wgemporarilyarrested by Dutch military polibet was

able to use his legal knowledgbeaeleased from custody. He theavelled to

Antwerp Belgiumd a city that had not yet been captured by the Gernzartswas

ableto rejoinhis comrades.

Name:Gérard Leman
NationalityBelgian

Birthdate: January 8, 1851
OccupationProfessional Soldier

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

Gérard Lemarwas a career soldier. ldatered the Military School at Brussais
graduated in 1869. Later in his careewhs responsible for the military education
of King Albert | of BelgiumWhen World War | begarhethe general in command
of the forts surrounding the Belgian city of LidgeGerman forces invaded
Belgium, they laid siege to the fortresses of Liege tuallgrthey broke through the
Belgian defenses and continued their march into Belgium.

15



Name:Winston Churchill
NationalityBritish

Birthdate: November 30, 1874
OccupationPolitician

Wartime OccupationPoliticianSoldier

Other available details:

Winston Churchill was born into an aristocratic family. As a young man he served
as a soldier and also worked as a journalist. He then began a career in politics. In
1911 he was appointed First Lord of the Admi&Hlygovernment post that made

him responsible for matters related to the British Navy. When the war started
however, the British Navy faced some serious setbacks. Churchill was blamed for
many of these failingén October 1914, with German forces bearing down on
Antwerp,Belgium,the Brtish governmerdgentChurchill to BelgiumUsing British
Marines in support of the Belgians,Heped delay the lfaof the city by about a

week. Thisallowedthe Belgian Army to escagestruction bulhe was still heavily
criticizedin Britainfor failing to save Antwerp.

Name:Alphonse Six
NationalityBelgian e X
Birthdate: January 1, 1890 :‘0?
OccupationSoccer Player

Wartime OccupationSoldier

Other available details:

AlphonseSix was born in BrugeBelgium. He was a soccer player and was famous
for his ability to score goalSix represented Belgium nine times in international
competitions and scored an unprecedented 8 goals. When World War | began,
and German forces began invading Belgiumpbied the Belgian ArmyAfter the

fall of the fortatLiege,the Belgian Army retreated Amtwerp Belgium Six
participated in this maneuver and was involved in combat against German forces.

16



World War | Warm-Ups

You have been assigned the idenfity soldier who fought during WWI for either
Germary, France, England, or Belgium. Throughout the WWI unit, you will

review primary source documents related to events that took place during the war.
Think about how your person might have reacted to@amfit. Each day your

warm up question will revolve around the events you have studied. Answer the
guestion from the perspective of your person, as if you were keeping a wartime
journal. At the end of the unit, the fate of your soldier will be reveajed.t

17



Day 1.

Background Information

Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by Gavrilo Princip on June 28, 1914.
FranzFer di nando6s wi f e, S oFpahzZrezdinandwasthe di e d
heir to the Austrédungarian Empire.The assassination led to tensions between
multiple European countries. The Auskiungarian Empire wanted to eliminate
Serbia after the death lBfanzFerdinand, as Emperor Josef saw them as a threat to
his empire. Diplomats approached Germany seekimgpst) since a war would

likely involve Russi@a potential enemy to both AustHangary and Germany

One week after the assassination, on July 5, 1914, Germany issuetHugaig

a oblank check. 0 Thi s meanHunGgr many pr
unconditionally in whatever actions the empire chose to take atisséissination,
including war.

Primary Documents

Document #: The Daily TelegraphJune 29, 1914
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Document2, EXxcerpt from Ger manduhgaryo Bl ank
Berlin, July 6, 1914

oHis MajestyfWilhelm Il of Germany, of course, cannot interfere in the dispute
now going on between Austrangary and that country, as it is a matter not within
his competence. The Emperor Francis Josep#, however, rest assured

t hat é[ Gwilrfatdutlyystnd by Austddungary, as is required by the
obligations of his alliance and of his ancient friendship.

1t Means Eﬁrop'eaﬂ War

Document 8 The VirginanPilot 1914

Questions

From the perspective of the identjtou have been assignaadswer the following
questions in your diary:

What doyou think about the assassination? How does it impact you? How does it
impact the country you ah@m? Explain how you think the assassination has
affected Europe. Whatodyou think will happen m#?

Do you agree with Ger maHuday? SheutdiSarbiaon t o
be eliminated from the map because of t
checkd i mpacWhatydo you thirnk evill mppenynéxt?
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Day 2.

Backgroundnformation

Approximately one month after Germany issued Addtian gary t he obl a
check, 6 Ger man f or c e sermamyYobodes the Sckliefferr a | E
Plan, which called for an attack on France and capture of Ramssix weeks,

before swiging east to figRussia. Bynvading neutrdBelgium, Germanwas able

to nearlysurrounded Paris and the Frencihcs. A Germanietory seeracertain

at this point

Primary Documents

D o ¢ u me Bravo Belgiud From the British publicatioRunch August 1914

Belgium depicted as a young leydingoff an aggressive Germany
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BRITAIN'S DECLARATION OF WAR

London,- Wedgesday, August 5.—At 7 o’clock last . night Great

Britain declared war on Germany. There was né formal declaration

of war by Germany against Britain.

‘The announcement of the war declaration ‘was withheld until mid®

night by order of the King and Privy Council in order to observe the
terms of th.e. formal ultimatum. © 3 : T '
- The official text of the British Government’s declaration ,of war is

. as follovlva: ) 5 _ . :
“Owing to the summary rejection by the German Government of

the request made by His Britannic Majesty’s Government thai the

neutrality of Belgium should be respectéd, His Majesty’s Ambassas
dor at Berlin has reccived.his passports, and His Majesty’s Governe -

went has declared to the German Government that a state of war
oﬁ{ni{bchvcen Great Britain and Germany from: 11 o’clock’ p.m., Aug-
us e ’ ’ ' : '
“The Admiralty immediately after the declarations of war were
made flashed this order to the British fleet:
“Great Britain declares war on Germany. Capture or destroy
the encmy.” ' :

w

Following this order King George- sent this .personal message to T

the fleet:

*“1 have confldence that the British fleet will revive the old gl
of the navy, I am sure that the navy will again shield Britain 'in.
hour of triai. It will prove the bulwarks of the Empire.” .

. ————

Document #2 Unknown Newspaper

JLLEGED GEAMAN SHAGER!
~ UNBGELIEVABLE, SAYS BELGIANG
Commission En Route To United

Sfates, Presents Lengthy Report
To King George

Document #3The VirginianPilot, August 1914
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Document #4 Map of the Schlieffen Plan

Questions

Fromthe perspective of the idegtitou have been assigned, answer the following
guestions in your diary:

What do you think about Germanyds invas
war? What do you think about the actions of German soldiers against civilians in
Belgium? What are your thoughts on the war so far? What influenced your

opinion?
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