
MacArthur Memorial Education Programs 

World War I Newspapers and Critical Thinking 
 
Directions:  Use the documents below and information you have learned 

so far to answer the following questions.  Each document dates from 
1914 and is from the American newspaper The Virginian-Pilot. 

 
1. The war began in August 1914.  The newspaper headlines below are from mid-August to 
early September 1914.  Based on these documents how long do you think the war will last? 
What led you to your conclusion?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2.  The headlines below are from mid to late September 1914.  Do these headlines change 
your answers from question 1? Why or why not?  What led you to your answer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

3.  At the start of the war, a famous German scholar named Max Weber declared: 
“regardless of outcome, this war is great and wonderful.”  How has warfare changed in 

terms of technology?  Is this truly a “great and wonderful war” as stated by Weber?  What 
led you to your conclusion? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Critical Thinking Continued… 

 
4.  Based on all the headlines above and information you have learned so far, what impact 

will the war have on the lives of Europeans?  Why do you think the war will have this 
impact? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  The headlines above come from American or Allied sources.  How does this impact the 
way the war is presented to the public?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What role do you think the United States will play in the war?  Do you think the United 
States will get involved?  And if so, why?   


